NO-BLAME – THE REASONING FOR
(Checkmark which ones you believe to be true.  If you skip by one, go back after you’ve gotten the whole perspective and reconsider.  It will be helpful to have a perspective by reading Sections I and II of The Underlying Basics of Life.
)

Check this statement out and see if it is true:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 “We all do the best we can at the time given the current limits of our awareness.”

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Therefore, the problem is never the person.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Instead, the problem is the lack of awareness (for if a person knew better the person 

     would have done better!).

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 The solution, therefore, lies in increasing the awareness sufficiently.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Accordingly, any one person has to assess the tradeoffs of the potential increase in 

      awareness, its effects, and the likelihood of the effects as compared to the cost of the 

      effort involved, whether it’s for oneself or the other person one is involved with.

Of course, since there are a number of uncontrollable factors involved in what happens, no matter your level of awareness you may still have an undesirable effect.  So, being aware enough merely increases the odds dramatically in your favor.  

But the key element we want to address in this piece is the concept of blame, in the sense that you are making yourself, or another. “wrong”.

Would a child be held “at fault” for not knowing how to play the piano? 

                                                                                                               ___ Yes; ___ No  

Would a child be held “at fault” for not yet knowing it is not nice to tease someone?

                                                                                                               ___ Yes; ___ No  

If anyone does not know a particular thing, should they be faulted for that?

                                                                                                               ___ Yes; ___ No  

If you do not know a particular thing, should you fault yourself for that?
        








   ___ Yes; ___ No 

So, is making anyone wrong for not knowing something ever justified?










   ___ Yes; ___ No  

To get the correct answers, see the footnote.

The Arguments Against “No Blame”

“Well, I told the person that (“fact”, information, etc.), so they know it and should’ve done it.”  Maybe the person actually heard what you said and learned it, but the person’s beliefs were such that they got in the way of doing it.  The person was not aware of a belief that would have worked to make it happen the “right way.”  Again, it was the lack of awareness, in this case, of some other necessary factors in making it happen the way it “should” have. 

“The other person knows the difference between right and wrong and shouldn’t have done that.”  The person either believed something else, probably something that created an inappropriate emotion and/or inappropriate thinking, that caused him to do it, or the person has inadequate awareness to implement what was necessary to overcome doing the wrong thing.

Everybody, and I mean everybody, tries to do what he thinks will better his situation and if he knew better he would do better! 

There is no valid argument against the “no blame” assertion.

The only thing to think when you (or another) make a mistake is “what else do I need to learn to be able to have this turn out right?”   No blame, no fault.
Now Memorize This So You Can Use It:
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 I can see how this is absolutely true, like a mathematical or physics formula. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 I commit to memorizing this (below) and utilizing it in my life.

“We all do the best we can at the time given the current limits of our awareness.  The problem is the lack of awareness and no blame is ever appropriate.”
� See � HYPERLINK "http://www.thelifemanagementalliance.com" ��www.thelifemanagementalliance.com�, Site Map I, LifeBooks, QuikLearn Summary Modules.


� At the extreme, it may not be worth our efforts to convert the thinking of a Saddam Hussein because of his certainty of his beliefs and the extreme nature of those beliefs. 


� The Landmark Forum has a significant treatment of this area, which affects relationships often dramatically.  


� The answer to every one of these is an unequivocal no.  It is just physics.  


� Right and wrong are only “made ups” and aren’t real.  If right and wrong is different in different societies, then somebody must be making them up, since they are not absolute, fixed truths. 
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